
Home Learning for Year 5 (RED)             

Tuesday 19th May  
 

 

Writing learning  
Diary/journal writing  

 
 

This week, I would like you to keep a journal/diary to document 
what you have been doing and how you felt during this period in 
history. Try to add as much detail as possible to really give an 
insight into what day to day life is like and how it is different to 

normal.  
 

Please add to your diary today as your writing task including as 
much detail as possible - don’t forget to add the date! 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reading Learning 
 
Read the preface to Street Child (below) and make a note of 
your ideas based on the following questions.  
 
You can also link your predictions based on the front cover 
from yesterday. 

 
 What do we learn about Jim?  

 

 Who do we think he is?  
 

 Where and when is the story taking place and why 
do you think this? 

 

 Who could Barnie be? 
 

 What do you think will happen in Jim’s story?  
 

 
 



. 

 

 

History learning 
 

Look at the images below from Victorian England.  
 
Note down your ideas about the pictures. 
 

 What do you think the images show?  

 What do you think life was like for the people shown in 
the images?  

 Do you think everyone lived like this in Victorian 
England?  

 
Find out more about life for poor people in the Victorian period 
here to add to your notes: 
 
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/victorians/poor.html 
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/victorians/workhouses.html 

 
(If you can’t follow the links I have added some more 
information below).  

 
 
 

 

Maths Learning 
Prime numbers 

Prime numbers only have two factors, one and themselves. They 
cannot be divided by any other number and do not appear in any 
times table. A composite number can be divided by numbers other 
than 1 and itself.  
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfq7hyc/articles/z2q26fr 
 

1. Copy the table and sort the numbers into the table:  
 

 
 

 

2. Now add four 
of your own 
numbers to the 
table. Why are 
two of the boxes 
empty?  
 

3. 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/victorians/poor.html
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/victorians/workhouses.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfq7hyc/articles/z2q26fr


Preface 

Tell Me Your Story, Jim  

 

Jim Jarvis. Want to know who that is? It’s me! 

That’s my name. Only thing I’ve got, is my name. 

And I’ve give it away to this man. Barnie, his 

name is, or something like that. He told me once, 

only I forgot it, see, and I don’t like to ask him 

again. “Mister,” I call him, to his face, that is. But 

there’s a little space in my head where his name 

is Barnie. 

 He keeps asking me things. He wants to 

know my story, that’s what he tells me. My story, 

mister? What d’you want to know that for? Ain’t 

much of a story, mine ain’t. And he looks at me, 

all quiet. 

 “It is, Jim,” he says. “It’s a very special 

story. It changed my life, child, meeting you.” 

 Funny that, ain’t it? Because he changed 

my life, Barnie did. 

 I can’t believe my luck, and that’s a fact. 

Here I am with food in my belly, and good hot 

food at that, and plenty more where that came 

from, he says. I’m wearing clothes that smell nice 

and that don’t have no holes in, neither. And I’m 

in this room where there’s a great big fire 

burning, and plenty more logs to put on it so it 

won’t just die off. There’s just me and him. The 

other boys are upstairs in their hammocks, all 

cosy in the big room we sleep in. and downstairs 

there’s just me and him, special. 

 I want to laugh. I’m so full of something that 

I want to laugh out loud, and I stuff my fist in my 

mouth to stop myself.  

 Barnie gives me that look, all quiet. “Just 

tell me your story.” 

 My story! Well. I creep back to the fire for 

this. I hug my knees. I close my eyes, to shut out 

the way the flames dance about and the way his 

shadow and mine climb up and down the walls. I 

shut out the sound of the fire sniffing like a dog 

at a rat-hole. And I think I can hear someone 

talking, very softly. It’s a woman’s voice, talking 

to a child. I think she’s talking to me.  

 “Mister,” I says, just whispering so’s I don’t 

chase the voice away. “Can I tell you about my 

ma?” 
  



  

  



T h e  W o r k h o u s e  

  

Before 1834, poor people were looked after by buying food and 

clothing from money collected from land owners and other wealthy 

people. 

The Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834, ensured that no able-

bodied person could get poor relief unless they went to live in 

special workhouses. The idea was that the poor were helped to 

support themselves. They had to work for their food and 

accommodation. 

W h a t  w e r e  w o r k h o u s e s ?  

Workhouses were where poor people who had no job or home 

lived. They earned their keep by doing jobs in the workhouse. 

Also in the workhouses were orphaned (children without parents) 

and abandoned children, the physically and mentally sick, the 

disabled, the elderly and unmarried mothers. 

 
The Workhouse, Southwell, Nottinghamshire 

Workhouses were often very large and were feared by the poor and 

old. 

A workhouse provided: 

 a place to live 

 a place to work and earn money 

 free medical care, 

 food 

 clothes 

 free education for children and training for a job. 

The staff of a workhouse included: 

 a Master 

 a Matron 

 a Medical Officer 

 a Chaplain 

 a porter 

 a school-teacher 



Workhouses provided almost everything that was needed 

onsite: 

 dining-hall for eating 

 dormitories for sleeping 

 kitchen 

 school-rooms 

 nurseries, 

 rooms for the sick, 

 a chapel, 

 a mortuary. 

 bakery 

 laundry 

 tailors for making clothes 

 shoe-maker 

 vegetable gardens 

 small farm 

W h y  w e r e  w o r k h o u s e s  f e a r e d  b y  t h e  p o o r  

a n d  o l d ?  

The government, terrified of encouraging 'idlers' (lazy people), 

made sure that people feared the workhouse and would do 

anything to keep out of it. 

H o w  d i d  t h e y  d o  t h a t ?  

W h a t  w e r e  w o r k h o u s e s  l i k e ?  

Women, children and men had different living and working areas in 

the workhouse, so families were split up. To make things even 

worse they could be punished if they even tried to speak to one 

another! 

The education the children received did not include the two most 

important skills of all, reading and writing, which were needed to get 

a good job. 

The poor were made to wear a uniform. This meant that everyone 

looked the same and everyone outside knew they were poor and 

lived in the workhouse. 

Upon entering the workhouse, the poor were stripped and bathed 

(under supervision). 

The food was tasteless and was the same day after day. 

The young and old as well as men and women were made to work 

hard, often doing unpleasant jobs. 

Children could also find themselves 'hired out' (sold) to work in 

factories or mines. 

D r  T h o m a s  B a r n a r d o  a n d  o r p h a n  c h i l d r e n  

Dr Thomas Barnardo felt that workhouses were the wrong places 

for children and so from 1867 onwards, he led the way in setting up 

proper children’s homes. 

  
 


