
It has been lovely to have the children back at school! Thank you for your support in getting 
everyone here on time - the ‘soft start’ opening seems to be positive. We have had good feedback 
from yourselves and the children! We will stick with this way of starting the day in the long term. 
The children are also looking very smart in their new navy uniform. If you need anymore it is 
available to order on the website. If you are struggling to do that do call school and we will be 
happy to help.  
We have had a really positive half term including violin lessons for all of Year 4, which the children 
are really enjoying; a football club for Years 5 & 6, which is run by Tigers Trust and our Key Stage 
1 children are enjoying working with Physical Foundations, our sports coaches. The children have 
settled back to their learning well and are working really hard. They are enjoying earning Dojo 
points for showing their Learning muscles (you’ll see more information about this later in the 
newsletter) and getting their bronze, silver and even the odd gold certificate! They will receive 
their prize of a book for a gold certificate this week. Do talk to your child about the Learning 
muscles - they should be able to tell you about it.  
Do look at the dates at the end of the newsletter so you can see the rest of the school year. We 
wish you a good half term holiday - I think the children are ready for it - and look forward to seeing 
you all after the break.  
 
Kath Roe 
Executive Headteacher. 
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What we have been doing so far 

Free School Meals 

 

Rowling Class have been creating a Blitz     

explosion effect using pastels and paints.  

Pullman class created a word bank of phrases 

and descriptive words to make our own Haiku  

 
Rosen class using painted hands to learn 

their five times tables today.  

 

Could I remind you that if the adults 
or older children at home are feeling 
unwell with COVID-19 symptoms and 
maybe planning a test or awaiting  
results that your younger children 
need to stay at home until you have a 
negative test. This is really important 
and will help us keep everyone safe at 
school.  
 

Thank you to you all for keeping your 

distance in the playground as you bring 

your children and collect them. Please 

try to only have one person come to  

collect your children, that helps us even 

more to keep numbers down on the 

playground. Could I remind you to wear 

a mask in the playground to support 

us even more in staying safe.  

Keeping Us All Safe 

The extra funding we get as a school if 
children qualify for Free School meals 
makes a huge difference to what we can 
do as a school for the children. It is very 
important. So after half term we will ask 
all our families in Foundation 2 /          
Reception and in Yr 1 and Yr 2 to let us 
send a form in for you. The office staff 
are filling in the form for you and we will 
ask you for one or two details. This will 
mean that we know we have applied for 
all the funding we are entitled to and 
that will help us to make our school 
even better.  
There is a new free school sweatshirt for 
anyone whose application is accepted 
as a little thank you. 

Below are some lovely photos from our 

Twitter page. Please follow us 

@sidmouthschool 



Wilson and Dahl classes shared their African Masks, Djembe making and 

even had a go at some African dancing as a start to our Africa theme  

What is a Music Mark School and why have we received this nomination? 

 

The Music Mark School nomination system allows music services across the UK to 

nominate schools who they believe have shown a commitment to providing high-quality 

music education. This could mean incorporating more music into the curriculum, starting an 

extra-curricular music group, or having a highly active music department.  

We have been awarded the Music Mark 

Class Carle have been looking at the story 'Mixed ' which celebrates differences, using colours to 
show these. The children then had a go at making their own colourful city using the three original 

colours, then mixing them to create new ones!  

Other news 
We are delighted to have extended our involvement with the National Literacy Trust’s Young 

Reader’s Programme. The aim of this scheme is to  encourage our pupils to read for 

enjoyment. This is important for many reasons and research shows that it helps to improve 

children’s learning in school.  



 

Growth Mindset Guide for Parents  

 At Sidmouth Primary we are on our journey to grow, believe and 
achieve.  

The aim of this guide is to explain an approach we have been taking towards learning at          
Sidmouth Primary School called GROWTH MINDSET. We have been encouraging our  
pupils to develop a Growth Mindset.  
Research by American psychologist Professor Carol 
Dweck, of Stanford University, has shown that how we 
view ourselves as learners has a huge impact on what 
we are able to achieve. She suggests that people 
broadly fall into one of two categories: those with a 
fixed mindset and those with a growth mindset.  
  

Those of us with a fixed mindset believe that we have 
a predetermined amount of intelligence, skills or      
talents which cannot be changed, whereas those of us 
with growth mindset believe that we can develop our abilities, intelligence or talents with 
persistence, effort and a focus on learning.   

Learning Muscles at Sidmouth Primary  

Concentrate 
 

Don’t Forget 
the Bacon 

by Pat Hutchins 

Don’t Give Up 
 

Giraffes Can’t 
Dance 

by Giles Andreae 

Be                   
Cooperative  

 
Superworm 

by Julia        
Donaldso 

Be Curious  
 

Curious George 
by Margret Rey 

& H.A.Rey 

Use Your      
Imagina-

tion  
 

The Wonder 
by Faye Han-

son 

Keep             
Improving 

 
Zog 

by Julia         
Donaldson 

Have a Go  
 

Incy Wincy 
Spider 

by Kate Toms 

Use Your      
Imagination  

 
The Wonder 

by Faye Hanson 

Keep             
Improving 

 
Zog 

by Julia         
Donaldson 

Enjoy        
Learning  

The Snail and 
the Whale 

by Julia         
Donaldson 

I don’t get distracted 
I don’t distract others 
I do one thing at a time 
I plan and think things 
through 
I draw diagrams, jot down 
thoughts or things, which 
help me to learn 

I work hard 
I practice lots 
I keep going 
I try new strategies 
I ask for help 
I take a brain break 

I listen to others 
I say when I don’t         
understand 
I’m kind when I disagree 
with someone 
I explain things to help 
others 
I’m tolerant 

I ask questions 
I notice things 
I look for patterns and   
connections 
I think of possible reasons 
I research 
I ask, “What if…” 

I have growth mind-set 
I don’t worry if things go 
wrong 
I learn from my mistakes 
I’m excited to try new things 

I’m creative 
I let my imagination go 
I think up new ideas and 
questions 
I think ‘outside the box’ 

I keep reviewing my work 
I can identify the best bits of 
my work 
I improve one thing at the 
time 
I don’t compare myself to 
other people, only to myself 
I take small steps 

I feel proud of my     
achievements. 
I imagine my intelligence 
growing and my neurons 
connecting! 
I can use what I learnt in life 
I know I can do it if I keep 
trying 



Date Event 

Fri 23rd Oct  Close for the half term 

Mon 2nd Nov  Children return to school 

Fri 6th Nov Staff training - School closed to pupils 

Fri 17th Dec  Last day of the Autumn Term 

Tue 5th Jan  Children return to school 

Fri 12th Feb Close for the half term 

Mon 22nd Feb Children return to school 

Fri 12th Mar INSET Day—School closed to pupils  

Fri 26th Mar Last day of the Spring Term 

Tue 13th Apr Children return to school 

Mon 3rd May Bank holiday 

Fri 28th May Close for the half term 

Mon 7th June Children return to school 

Fri 23rd July Last day of the Summer Term 

Diary Dates for 2020 

Carle class have been 

exploring shapes 

McKee class have been      

cutting, scooping & smelling 

pumpkins! 

Cowell class & Pullman class 

have enjoyed their final     

sessions with Tigers Trust 


