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Learning to read is one of the most important skills your child will ever master. At 

Sidmouth, we know that the ability to read is integral to all aspects of modern life. 

Reading enables us to communicate, understand ideas, and to think critically and 

creatively. Only when you can read, can you engage effectively with the world and 

the people with whom you share the world. 

We want your child to enjoy reading and to choose to read independently and with 

others. For this reason, we work hard, alongside The National Literacy Trust and 

other partners, to ensure our children develop a love of books and appreciate the 

opportunities that reading provides. 

 
Aims and Objectives 

We are determined to ensure that all children learn to read. We will achieve this by: 

• Showing children how enjoyable it is to share reading or listen to a story 

• Teaching them to read accurately and fluently using a range of strategies. 

• Helping them to understand and respond to what they read using inference and 
deduction where appropriate. 

• Allowing the opportunity for children to reflect on and discuss what they have read, 
including the language and punctuation choices made by the author.   

• Enhancing their understanding of a variety of text types including non-fiction, fiction 
and poetry. 

• Encouraging them to develop a love of reading and become confident, fluent and 
independent.  

• Teaching them how to seek information and learn from the written word. 

• Enabling them to read with confidence, in any subject in their forthcoming 
secondary education. 

• Intervening to provide support for improving pupils’ Literacy, especially for 
pupils at risk of underachieving.  

 
Phonics 
All children in the Foundation Stage and Year 1 will be taught phonic skills daily through a 
systematic phonics approach.  This will take place through dedicated phonics lessons: 



Foundation Stage 1, Foundation Stage 2 and Year 1. Year 2 will have a phonics/spelling daily 
session.  
  
Phonics information meetings are also held to advise parents on the reading strategies used 
in school and how best they may help their child before the children start their Reception 
Year.   
Phonics will be planned for and delivered on a daily basis (20 minute sessions). Children will 
be assessed regularly and groups adjusted accordingly. Towards the end of Year 1 all children 
will take part in the national phonics screening test. They will achieve either a pass or fail. If a 
child fails the screening test they will retake it in Year 2.  
 
We are currently reviewing our phonics provision in partnership with YHCLT and the Outwood 
English Hub.  
 

Guided Reading 
Group 
In Foundation Stage children will have the opportunity to take part in a shared reading 
experience in small groups guided by an adult. This also applies to those Year 1 and 2 pupils 
who require this level of support. All guided reading sessions will have an objective linked to 
year group expectations and these should be recorded on the school’s guided Reading 
Planning/Record sheet. During Guided Reading the adult with each group will record children’s 
responses to the text and the skill being taught. The children will experience a wide range of 
texts including fiction, non-fiction and poetry.  
 
Whole Class 
Most children in Key Stages 1 and 2 will have the opportunity to take part in a whole class 
reading experience. All sessions with have an objective linked to year group expectations. 
Reading responses will be recorded in reading journals. The children will experience a wide 
range of high quality texts including fiction, non-fiction and poetry.  
 

Individual Reading 
All children will have at least one individual reading book from the school. During EYFS and 
KS1, this book will match the child’s current phonics knowledge. The teacher monitors each 
child’s progress on a regular basis, utilising a range of strategies including benchmarking. 
  
Expectations of Parents 
Parents are expected to listen to their child read and ask questions about the book to check 
comprehension, making comments in the reading record.  
Parents are expected to listen to their children read and discuss the text as homework, making 
comments in the reading record.  Whilst it is not expected that parents will hear their child read 
every day, frequent involvement in the process is still important. Discussions about the books 
read and understanding of issues covered help to improve reading skills.  Parents are 
encouraged to sign the reading record as frequently as they read. Children are rewarded for 
reading at home through our whole school reading challenge which is adapted yearly. 
Children are encouraged to take place in the school’s reading challenge which sees incentives 
for milestones reading in terms of reading frequency at home. Each day that the child reads 
at home the parent is recorded. Once the child reaches certain milestones, they will be entered 
into a class draw, the winner receiving a book as a prize.  
 
The school holds regular Stay and Read Sessions during which parents and carers are invited 
into school to read with their children 
  



Additional Support  

 Where possible, children requiring additional support will be given the opportunity to read in 

school. This may be during pre or post teaching sessions, alongside an adult, paired reading 
with older children and/or at Stay and Read sessions.  

 
Monitoring 
The teaching of reading will be monitored using the normal procedures. These include lesson 
visits, work scrutinies, pupil interviews and pupil progress meetings.  
 
Equal Opportunities and Inclusion   See separate policy 

 
Assessment   See separate policy 

  
      


