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        Reading Challenge 

As part of our drive to encourage children to 
read independently and for pleasure, we are 
relaunching the Reading Challenge. 

Starting on Monday 8th March, we would 
like the children to read either to you or 
independently on three occasions of at least 
15 minutes every week. Every time your 
child completes a session, please record 
this on his/her reading record by dating 
and signing it. Should your child only 
read twice during one week, they can 
make this up by reading four times 
during the following week. Please note, 
your child can now bring their book back on 
any day of the week. 

If your child reads three times every week 
during this half term, they will be entered 
into a class draw; which will take place on 
Friday 26th March The winner will be 
able to choose a book as a prize.  

We hope your child will enjoy this activity, so 
please encourage him/her to take part.  

 

 

 

Reading at Sidmouth 

Learning to read is one of the most 

important skills your child will ever master. 

At Sidmouth, we know that the ability to 

read is integral to all aspects of modern 

life. Reading enables us to communicate, 

understand ideas, and to think critically 

and creatively. Only when you can read, 

can you engage effectively with the world 

and the people with whom you share the 

world. 

We want your child to enjoy reading and 

to choose to read independently and with 

others. For this reason we work hard, 

alongside The National Literacy Trust and 

other partners, to ensure our children 

develop a love of books and appreciate 

the opportunities that reading provides. 

We are determined to ensure that all 

children learn to read.  
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Building on our work on the picture 
book, Knock, Knock Superhero, we    
enjoyed  meeting the author,  Caryl 
Harte. 

Everybody had great fun joining in with 
the story, singing along to The Pasta 
Man song and working together to       
develop our story writing techniques. 

Well done to those children who asked 
Caryl such interesting and thoughtful    
questions. 

As part of our Read, Write, Inc subscription, 

we have been able to access the wonderful 

Virtual Classroom during lockdown. 

Between this and the live lessons, we are 

proud of the phonics work we have been 

able to set and feel the children have still 

received quality teaching. 

 

The Read, Write, Inc. books include a 

variety of texts that are both fiction and non 

fiction. They encourage children to look at 

characters, hold sentences in their head 

before they write them, and share their 

ideas regarding comprehension of a story. 

We hope you enjoy reading these books at 

home. The very best way we can improve 

children’s fluency in reading is by doing it 

daily. This then helps them develop a 

confidence and therefore a love of reading.  

 

We are enjoying the addition of Fred Frog to 

our lessons in Early Years and Key Stage 

One– he helps us hear sounds in words we 

want to write or read. We call it ;Fred Talk’. 

Fred has even managed to sneak into some 

lessons on Google Classroom this term!  

Contact us 

If you have any questions about reading, please contact your child’s teacher via the class 

email. Alternatively you can arrange an appointment with Mr Witts, the English Lead, via the 

school office. 

Caryl Hart Virtual Visit 



World Book Day: Thursday 4th March 2021 

This year’s theme was Superheroes and was linked to the 
book, ‘Knock, Knock Superhero’ by Caryl Hart. As you can 

see, Superheroes of all descriptions came out in force! 
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Reading books aloud to children stimulates their imagination and expands 
their understanding of the world. It helps them develop language and 
listening skills and prepares them to understand the written word. When the 
rhythm and melody of language become a part of a child's life, learning to 
read will be as natural as learning to walk and talk. 

Even after children learn to read by themselves, it's still important for you to 
read aloud together. By reading stories that are on their interest level, but 
beyond their reading level, you can stretch young readers' understanding 
and motivate them to improve their skills. 
 
Our goal is to motivate children to want to read so they will practice reading 
independently and, thus, become fluent readers. That happens when 
children enjoy reading. Parents play a huge role in the successes of learning 
to read. If you would like any advice on reading stories aloud please contact 
Miss Strachan via an email to the school office. 
Thank you  


